
Knife River — Western Oregon
Division’s new vapor generator
system requires only part of
one person’s time to maintain,
meets all state {DOT} and
Prestressed Concrete Institute
requirements.

Experience the Kraft Energy
Cost Savings Advantage.

Knife River Corporation recently received the MDU
Resources Group, Inc. Einstein Award. These awards are
bestowed upon employees of MDU Resources for their
process improvement ideas that improve operations and
save the corporation money.

The following article appeard in July/August 2007 issues of
The Resource, an MDU Resources Group, Inc. publication.

Knife River Corporation

Employee(s)/company: Nick Rinen, Terry Compton, Jay
Patel and Loren Later of Knife River — Western Oregon
Division researched and installed a new high-efficiency
vapor generator system at its Prestress Concrete
operations in Harrisburg, Ore.

Process improvement idea: In response to the rising
cost of natural gas used with Knife River Prestress’ boiler,
the team researched alternatives and worked with state
agencies to install a new high-efficiency vapor generator
system. The system is programmed to maintain low
ambient temperatures during concrete set time to keep
the concrete from freezing, ramp up when concrete begins
the hydration process and ramp down at the end of the
curing process.

Cost savings: Knife River Prestress’ old boiler required
the supervision of two full-time employees, regular state

inspections, expensive chemical
treatments and occasional rebuilding,
exceeding maintenance costs of $100,000
per year. Total cost savings of the new
vapor generator system are $310,000 per
year. In addition to the monetary savings,
the system saves a significant amount of
natural gas.

Before installation of its new system, Knife
River — Western Oregon Division’s prestress
boiler required two full-time employees,
regular state inspections, expensive chemical
treatments and expensive rebuilds. Total cost
savings of the new vapor generator system are
$310,000 per year. 

The writer, Jill Furaus, is an intern in the
Communications and Public Relations Department
at MDU Resources Group, Inc. and can be reached
by email at jill.furaus@mduresources.com.
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Review the facts and then select Kraft Energy.

The following chart and graph compare the Knife River
Corporation’s energy usage and cost for 2006 and 2007.

For more information on how Kraft Energy’s Concrete Curing Systems can save your company
money, contact a representative today or visit our web site at kraftenergy.com.


